[Papilloma virus infection in pretumor and tumor masses of the larynx].
There has been recent evidence suggesting that papilloma virus infection is of no small importance in the pathogenesis of tumors of the head and neck. This study has involved a screening of the mucosa having laryngeal pretumors and tumors for papilloma virus infection by polymerase chain reaction and immunohistochemistry. Specimens were studied in 130 patients. All the patients with laryngeal papillomatosis were found to have human papilloma virus (HPV) types 6 and 11. HPV-18 was detected in 6 (13%) of 48 cases of laryngeal cancer and in 4 (9%) of 46 cases of laryngeal mucosal precancer. Mixed HPV infection of 2-3 different types was revealed in 6 (20%) of 30 HPV-positive patients. Such a wide survey of laryngeal pretumors and tumors in the Russian population for virus infection has been conducted for the first time.